
2009 Sixth Grade World Literature & English 
Course Expectations and Requirements - Mr. Vital 
Setting the Stage

Welcome to AMSA, an exciting place to learn, grow, share and succeed!  At AMSA we believe that every student will excel because teachers are passionate about their areas of expertise and committed to meeting the needs of each student.  However, in order to succeed at AMSA, students must also be committed to learning, taking risks, learning from mistakes, and meeting challenges with an open mind.  Teachers, students and parents are all partners in a dynamic learning community.  

Culture, Classroom Routine, & Participation

At AMSA, respect is an important part of our school culture; respect for oneself, peers, teachers and staff.   Every class begins with teachers greeting their students and students in return greeting the teacher. Another aspect of respect is maintaining a clean and organized classroom.  Students are expected to pick up after themselves and take pride in their learning environment.  Each student is assigned a locker where they are expected to keep their backpacks and other personal belongings. 
“Do Now” Exercises - Following our greeting, class begins with a brief “DO NOW” exercise.  The “DO NOW” for the day will be posted on the board.  These warm-up exercises vary and are intended to “wake up” the brain to get us all focused on learning.  It is an expectation that at the beginning of each class the student is prepared with their required materials and ready to participate. 

Planner - Students should come to every class with their Planner in order to carefully record any assigned homework. Homework will also be posted on the class website; however, students are expected to use their Planner daily. Students should make sure they clearly understand assigned work before they leave class; teachers are very happy to address all questions. To ensure success, students will choose a couple of “homework buddies” to contact about assignments, or if they are absent.

Materials & Supplies

Please obtain the following items for World Literature and English:

1.  One 1.5 – 2” Spiral Notebook to be labeled as follows:


~ DO NOW


~ World Lit


~ English

2.  Journal - with lined paper that will be used for various writing 

     activities; there are several different types, i.e., black and white cover.

3. Highlighters - several different colors

4. Pencils & Pencil Sharpener 
World Literature

As part of our study of World Literature, students will use a Journal to write personal reflections and ideas based on the exciting pieces we read.  Your journals will be part of your total assessment/grade so it is important to thoughtfully respond to writing prompts.

English (Writing, Grammar, Spelling & Vocabulary) 
A key goal of our English program is for sixth graders to learn the five stages of writing and to consciously apply this process to their writing. Every piece of writing must have a title and a clear purpose for an intended audience.  Throughout the year we will write a variety of pieces including: narrative, persuasive, descriptive, cause and effect, nonfiction (research), short story and poetry.  Many of our writing experiences will be connected to the rich world literature we read.

Grammar lessons will respond to specific areas of difficulty that students are having connected to the craft of writing assigned pieces. Every week we will have a “Grammar Workshop” that will involve using our Grammar Workbook. 
In addition, students will improve their spelling skills and increase their vocabulary which in turn will enhance comprehension.  On a weekly basis, students will be assigned particular words connected to our literature as well as frequently misspelled words.  In addition, students will develop their own personal spelling/vocabulary words.  

Attendance, Participation & Preparedness

Being on time to class and prepared is vital.  When students are late to class it can disrupt the learning environment.  If a student is late to class, they are expected to enter the classroom quietly and respectfully and must sign the “Late Book.”  Repeated tardiness or unexcused absences will be addressed as outlined in the Student Handbook.  Students are expected to have the correct materials when they come to class.  As a community of learners, being an active participant is an expectation.  In addition, learning how to work with others and cooperate in groups is essential.  As part of AMSA’s Social Curriculum, students will learn and practice appropriate social behavior to enhance their learning and leadership skills.
Grading

Students are assessed on several different dimensions with term grades based on formative and summative assessments.  Formative assessments include class work and quizzes; summative assessments include tests, projects and final papers.  Homework and participation also impact a student’s grade.  The grading weights are as follows:

Participation/Class work
-
10 %
Class Work/Homework

-
20 %

Quizzes



-
30 %


Tests/Final Projects

-
40 % 

Homework

Students will be assigned homework in either World Literature or English on most days (not weekends); however, some class time will be given to start certain assignments.  Most homework assignments in either World Lit or English will take approximately 20 - 30 minutes, not including long-term projects/assignments.  Homework is graded as follows:


On time & completed 


-
 100%


On time, but partially completed   -
   80%

         One day late, but completed

-
   80%
         Two days late



-
   70%


Three or more classes late 

-
   60%

         Never turned in



-           0%

Projects, tests and quizzes never turned in or completed = 0%   

(Note:  Ten points will be taken off for every day the project, test or quiz is late)

If homework is missed due to an absence, check with the teacher for a due date.  A note from home with a legitimate reason for missing work will count as an excused “miss” and the work may be made up for full credit.

Office Hours

I am available for student extra-help, or for parental meetings on Monday after school from 3:30 to 4:30 PM. Please let me know if I can be of assistance.

Everyone at AMSA is committed to supporting the success of our students.  You are an important member of our vibrant community and we’re excited you have joined a special place of learning. Welcome to AMSA….we’re going to have a wonderful year!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and return this slip to your WL/ELA teacher

Signing below indicates that the student and his/her parent/guardian have carefully read and agreed to the Course Requirements and Expectations for 
Sixth Grade World Literature and English at AMSA.
Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________

Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________________ Date: _____________

Teacher Name: ___________________________________________
   Date: _____________




Mr. Vital
m.vital@amsacs.org
www.mrvital.com

